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Minor 2nds 
A Minor 2nd is the smallest possible interval on the piano. Any 
two notes that are directly next to each other are a minor 2nd 
apart. An ascending minor 2nd gives you the theme from 
Jaws! 

 

This descending minor 2nd is the first two notes of “Fur Elise” 
by Beethoven. 

 



If you ascend or descend the keyboard only in minor 2nds, you 
get a chromatic scale, all 12 notes on the keyboard within one 
octave. 

 



Major 2nds 
Major 2nds, aka whole steps: any two notes with one note in 
between them! This is the first interval of “Happy Birthday,” 
“Do Re Mi” and “Hot Cross Buns,” just to name a few. 

 

If you ascend the keyboard only in whole steps, you get the 
whole tone scale, aka the “dream sequence” scale. 

 



Minor 3rds 
Minor 3rds are two half steps apart. Every minor 3rd has two 
notes in between its two pitches! 

 

This ascending minor 3rd is the opening interval of “Seven 
Nation Army” by The White Stripes. 

 



All diminished chords are made up entirely of minor 3rds! This 
is a C diminished 7 chord, containing 3 minor 3rds. 

 



Major 3rds 
Major 3rds are two notes that are three half steps apart. The 
chorus of “Can’t Buy Me Love” by The Beatles starts with an 
ascending major 3rd, the Big Ben clock tower starts with a 
descending major 3rd. 

 

Every major triad is a major 3rd and a minor 3rd stacked on 
top of each other! 

 

Stacking two major 3rds creates an augmented triad, a major 
triad with the 5th raised a half step. 



 



Perfect 4ths 
Perfect 4ths are 5 half steps apart. 4ths, 5ths and octaves are 
called “perfect” intervals because of their stable, resolved, 
consonant nature! 

 

 



Tritones 
Tritones are 6 half steps apart. “Maria” from West Side Story 
and the opening credits of “The Simpsons” are great examples 
of tritones in the wild! 

 

Tritones are always found in dominant 7th chords, the primary 
chord in all blues progressions. There’s always a tritone 
between the third and 7th of a dominant 7th chord. 

 



Perfect 5ths 
Perfect 5ths are any two notes that are 6 half steps apart. 
Inverting any Perfect 4th gives you a Perfect 5th! John 
Williams’s “Star Wars Theme” starts with a Perfect 4th, 
followed by a Perfect 5th, a great example of this inversion in a 
famous piece of music. 

 
Here is the famous “Circle of 5ths,” outlined on the keyboard 
within an octave and a half. Play this these notes in the order 
indicated to cover all 12 notes in an octave, moving only in 
5ths.

 



Minor 6ths 
Minor 6ths are 7 half steps apart. Any minor 6th is the same 
two notes as an inverted major 3rd! “Yeah!” by Usher is a great 
example of alternating Perfect 5ths and minor 6ths. 

 

 



Major 6ths 
Major 6ths are 8 half steps apart. Any major 6th has the same 
notes as an inverted minor 3rd! The chorus of “Man In The 
Mirror” by Michael Jackson starts with a descending major 
6th, “My Bonnie Lies Over The Ocean” begins with an 
ascending major 6th. 

 

 



Minor 7ths 
Minor 7ths are 9 half steps apart. Every minor 7th is the same 
two notes as an inverted major 2nd! “Pure Imagination” from 
Willy Wonka and “Close To You” by Burt Bacharach are two 
excellent examples of melodies that start with raising minor 
7ths. 

 

 



Major 7ths 
Major 7ths are the largest interval possible octave within an 
octave. Any major 7th has the same two notes as an inverted 
minor 2nd! The chorus of “Take On Me” by A-ha, and the vocal 
chant of “Immigrant Song” by Led Zeppelin are both excellent 
examples of major 7ths. 

 

 



Octaves 
An octave is any two notes that go by the same letter name. 
These two notes are 12 half steps away! “Somewhere Over The 
Rainbow” and “The Christmas Song” are two famous 
examples of melodies that start with octaves. 

 


